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Warm Greetings. 

ü DnD aims to provide every day news analysis in sync with the UPSC pattern.  

ü It is targeted at UPSC ς Prelims & Mains. 

ü Daily articles are provided in the form of Question and Answers 

¶ To have a bank of mains questions. 

¶ And interesting to read. 

¶ Providing precise information that can be carried straight to the exam, 

rather than over dumping. 

 

Enjoy reading. 

 

THE HINDU             - TH 

INDIAN EXPRESS    - IE  

BUSINESS LINE       - BL 

ECONOMIC TIMES - ET  

TIMES OF INDIA     - TOI 
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ESSAY PAPER 
EDITORIAL 
Q- Given the mixed economic data and hazy outlook what do you think is the way forward? 
INTRODUCTION = Visibility has rarely been as hazy as it is today for LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƳŀƪŜǊǎΦ 
Monthly indicators such as industrial output and consumer inflation are worrisome. However, indirect tax 
collection is higher than expected. 

Á A jump in excise revenue helped lift net indirect tax collections by 12.3% in C¸нм ǘƻ млΦтм ƭŀƪƘ ŎǊƻǊŜ 
Á DƻƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘŀȄ όD{¢ύ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ȅŜŀǊ ŦŜƭƭ у҈ ŦǊƻƳ рΦфф ƭŀƪƘ ŎǊƻǊŜ ƛƴ C¸нл ǘƻ рΦпу 

lakh crore, but the overall kitty was bolstered by a sharp spike in excise collections. 
Á Net tax collections on account of Central Excise and Service Tax (Arrears) during financial year 2020-21 
ǎǘƻƻŘ ŀǘ оΦфм ƭŀƪƘ ŎǊƻǊŜ ŀǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ нΦпр ƭŀƪƘ ŎǊƻǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǘƘŜǊŜōȅ 
registering a growth of more than 59% 

Á /ǳǎǘƻƳǎ Řǳǘȅ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƎǊŜǿ нм҈ ǘƻ мΦон ƭŀƪƘ ŎǊƻǊŜΣ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǎǿŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎƘŜǉǳŜǊΩǎ ŎƻŦŦŜǊǎΦ 
Negative data flow this week spanned industrial output and consumer inflation. Industrial output in 
February contracted 3.6% in relation to the same period last year. The decline happened before the 
current series of lockdowns began. Moreover, the trend in industrial output over the last few months 
raises doubts over the durability of economic resurgence recorded towards the end of 2020. 

 

 Separately, inflation data is unlikely to comfort RBI. 
1.  LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳŜƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ /ƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƳŜƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ w.LΩǎ 

tools, is at an elevated level.  
2. In March, consumer inflation was at 5.52% ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ w.LΩǎ ƳƻƴŜǘŀǊȅ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǎǘŀƴŎŜ 

as it has prioritised growth over inflation. 
3.  Still, the central bank, which is also responsible for financial stability, is likely to be mindful of how an 

extended situation of elevated inflation and low interest rates may influence decisions of domestic 
savers. 
The recent spike has raised concerns over the economic recovery, especially with the imposition of 
harsher restrictions on activities now being a possibility. The restrictions currently being imposed by 
several state governments are as of now limited to night curfews and weekend lockdowns. While these 
are less stringent, and therefore economically less painful, they will nonetheless impact business, and 
thus delay the economic recovery process.  
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WAY FORWARD - 
However, policymakers should not lose sight of the fact that we are better equipped to fight the virus 
compared to last year. A 

1. At this juncture, the primary objective of governments, both at the Centre and states, should be to ramp 
up the vaccination drive. 

2. Another way in which the situation can be improved is if Centre and states coordinate actions to limit the 
damage of movement curbs. Lockdowns are crude tools which are particularly damaging to workers in 
the informal sector. CMIE data shows that in March 2021, agriculture employed 9 million people more 
than it did in 2019-20.  

3. Ending lockdowns at the earliest is a precondition to providing opportunities for people to move from 
agriculture to more productive sectors. It will also stabilise the environment for economic policy making. 
 
GS 2 

× Governance 
Q- Discuss the recent major shifts in vaccine approval policy of the Government of India and its 
consequences? 
BACKGROUND = The government has decided to fast track approvals for COVID-19 vaccines that have 
been developed outside India and have been granted the emergency use authorisation (EUA) by other 
drug regulatory agencies. 

Á The decision was taken based on the recommendation made by the National Expert Group on Vaccine 
Administration for COVID-19 όb9D±!/ύ ǘƻ άŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƪŜǘ ƻŦ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǎǘŜƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜέΦ 

 

Á The vaccines that would be eligible for the fast-track approval will include those that have been granted 
an EUA by the ς 

1. U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA),  
2. European Medicines Agency (EMA),  
3. the U.K. Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA)  
4. And the Pharmaceuticals and Medical Devices Agency (PMDA) of Japan, 
5. Or those that have been prequalified by the WHO for emergency use.  



DAILY NEWS DIARY  14.04.2021 

 

+91 9989966744                  targetiasweb@gmail.com P
a

g
e6

 

This would mean that Pfizer, Moderna and Johnson and Johnson vaccines would be eligible for fast-track 
approval. 

 

Á Under the fast-track approval process, bridging studies will take place in parallel to mass vaccination. So 
far, clinical trials conducted in India were needed before the Indian regulator could approve the vaccine. 
Process of Induction ς  
But before the mass roll-out of the vaccines that are developed and tested abroad can happen, the 
vaccines will be first given to 100 beneficiaries and these individuals will be assessed for seven days for 
safety outcomes. While so far there have been no tie-ups with Pfizer and Moderna by any vaccine 
manufacturer in India, Hyderabad-based Biological E (Bio E) has tied up with Johnson and Johnson to 
test and manufacture the vaccine locally. 
 
GS 3 

× Biodiversity 
Q- Analyse the targets achieved under the ambitious Indian Rhino Vision 2020? 
BACKGROUND = Lb5L!Ω{ {¢!¢9 hC !{{!a Ih[5{ b9!w[¸ ¢Iw99-v¦!w¢9w{ hC ¢I9 ²hw[5Ω{ Dw9!¢9w 
ONE-HORNED RHINOS. SADLY, THE SPECIES HAS BEEN DRIVEN FROM MANY OF THE AREAS WHERE IT 
USED TO BE COMMON. ITS FULL RECOVERY DEPENDS NOT ONLY ON PROTECTING THE SPECIES WHERE IT 
HAS MAb!D95 ¢h {¦w±L±9 .¦¢ ![{h w9Lb¢wh5¦/LbD ¢I9a ¢h t[!/9{ Cwha ²IL/I ¢I9¸Ω±9 
DISAPPEARED. 

Á The ambitious Indian Rhino Vision 2020 (IRV 2020) came to a close on Tuesday morning with the release 
of two rhinos τ an adult male and a female τ ƛƴ !ǎǎŀƳΩǎ aŀƴŀǎ bŀǘƛƻnal Park transported from 
Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary about 185 km east. 

Á The ears of the translocated rhinos have been notched according to the International Union for 
/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎ {ǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ !ǎƛŀƴ wƘƛƴƻ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ DǊƻǳǇΩǎ guidelines for 
identification and monitoring. A special team has been tasked with monitoring the rhinos as per the 
translocation protocols for Assam 

Á Reasons for the translocation ς 
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Designed in 2005, the IRV2020 is believed to have achieved its target of attaining a population of 3,000 
rhinos in Assam. But the plan to spread the Rhinoceros unicornis across four protected areas beyond 
Kaziranga National Park, Orang National Park and Pobitora could not materialise. 

Á Manas National Park, Assam 
1. Assam had at least five rhino-bearing areas till the 1980s. Better conservation efforts helped maintain 

the population of the one-horned herbivore in Kaziranga, Orang and Pobitora, but encroachment and 
poaching wiped the animal out of Manas and Laokhowa Wildlife Sanctuary. 

2. The lesser-known Laokhowa slipped under the radar of international watchdogs. Manas, in focus for 
the near-extinction of the pygmy hog, lost the World Heritage Site tag it received in 1985 along with 
Kaziranga from the UNESCO. 

3. The translocated rhinos helped Manas National Park get back its World Heritage Site status in 2011. It 
can be expected that the translocation programme will set up a healthy, breeding population for the 
future of the species. 
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 For Prelims ς Other Conservation Initiatives for Rhino In India ς 

 
 
GS 1 
Snippet 

× Geography 
Q- ²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ΨDǊŜŀǘ .ƛǘǘŜǊ [ŀƪŜΩ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ƛǎ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƴŜǿǎΚ 

Á ¢ƘŜ ƳŜƎŀǎƘƛǇ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōƭƻŎƪŜŘ 9ƎȅǇǘΩǎ {ǳŜȊ /ŀƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƛǇǇƭŜŘ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
άǎŜƛȊŜŘέ ƻƴ ŎƻǳǊǘ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǎǎŜƭΩǎ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ Ǉŀȅ Ϸфлл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ 

Á The 2,00,000-tonne MV Ever Given got diagonally stuck in the narrow but crucial global trade artery in a 
sandstorm on March 23, triggering a mammoth six-day-long effort by Egyptian personnel and 
international salvage specialists to dislodge it. 

 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ άǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎŜǎ ƛƴŎǳǊǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǾŜǎǎŜƭ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 
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the flotation and maintenance costs -  
1. The blockage by the vessel, longer than four football fields, held up an estimated $9.6 billion-worth of 

cargo between Asia and Europe each day it was stuck. 
2. Egypt also lost between $12 and $15 million in revenues for each day the waterway was closed 
Á  Negotiations over damages between that company(Japanese owners Shoei Kisen Kaisha), insurance 

firms and the canal authority were ongoing. The Japanese-owned, Taiwanese-operated and Panama-
ŦƭŀƎƎŜŘ ǎƘƛǇ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǳƴƻōǎǘǊǳŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŎƘƻǊŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴŀƭΩǎ DǊŜŀǘ .ƛǘǘŜǊ [ŀƪŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŦǊŜŜŘ ƻƴ 
March 29. 
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Call on banning the sale of live wild mammals in food markets to prevent the emergence of 

new diseases such as COVID-19 is given by which of the following organisations? 

1. World Health Organisation 

2. World Organisation for Animal Health  

3. And the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 

a. 1 only 

b. 1 and 2  

c. 1 and 3 

d. All of the above 

Sputnik V vaccine that got emergency nod in India, is named after? 
a. The world's first satellite 

b. wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ {ŀǘŜƭƭƛǘŜ 

c. wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǊƛŀƭ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ 

d. wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǎǇŀŎŜ rocket  

Answer ς A 

NOTE: 

 
 


