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Warm Greetings.
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U Itis targeted at UPSCPrelims & Mains.

U Dally articles are provided in the form of Question and Answers

1 To have a bank of mains questions.
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1 Providing preise information that can be carried straight to the exam,
rather than over dumping.
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ESSAY PAPER

EOTORIAL

Q- Given the mixed economic data and hazy outlook what do you think is the way forward?

INTRODUCTION Msibility has rarely been as hazy as it is todaylfof RA | Qa S 02y 2YA O LRf
Monthly indicators such as industrial output and consumer inflation are worrisome. However, indirect tax
collection is higher than expected.

A jump in excise revenue helped lift net indirect tax collections by 12.8%4 im m G 2 MNPT M F 1
D22R& FYR {SNWBAOSa GIFIE o6D{¢uv O2fftSO0GA2ya F2NJ Ké
lakh crore, but the overall kitty was bolstered by a sharp spike in excise collections.

Net tax collections on account of @eal Excise and Service Tax (Arrears) during financial year22020
aidz22R 0 odpm fF1K ONRBNB Fa O2YLI NBR (2 Hdnp
registering a growth of more than 59%

/| dzai2Ya Rdzie O2tfSOGAXKYyDODNEPNEZ BESBaAy@E: a8t t md&KS 6
Negative data flow this week spanned industrial output and consumer inflation. Industrial output in
February contracted 3.6% in relation to the same period last year. The decline happened before the
current ries of lockdowns began. Moreover, the trend in industrial output over the last few months

raises doubts over the durability of economic resurgence recorded towards the end of 2020.

K

NOT OUT OF THE WOODS YET
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Separately, inflation data is unlikely to comfort RBI

LiQa y¥R FABR HKAOK INBE NBIffteé RNAGAYI AyFtlrdAazyd
tools, is at an elevated level

In March,consumer inflation was at 5.52% dzi (KA a A& dzytA(1Sfte (2 AyTFtdsSy
as it has prioritised greth over inflation.

Still, the central bank, which is also responsible for financial stability, is likely to be mindful of how an
extended situation of elevated inflation and low interest rates may influence decisions of domestic
savers.

The recent spikénas raised concerns over the economic recovery, especially with the imposition of
harsher restrictions on activities now being a possibility. The restrictions currently being imposed by
several state governments are as of now limited to night curfews agekend lockdowns. While these

are less stringent, and therefore economically less painful, they will nonetheless impact business, and

thus delay the economic recovery process.

Page4

+91 9989966744 targetiasweb@gmail.com



>

aprwNPE

DAILY NEWS DIARY 14.04.2021

WAY FORWARD

However, policymakers should not lose sight of the fact thatanee better equipped to fight the virus
compared to last year. A

At this juncture, the primary objective of governments, both at the Centre and states, should be to ramp
up the vaccination drive.

Another way in which the situation can be improved is if Centre and states coordinate actions to limit the
damage of movement curbs. Lockdowns are crude tools which are particularly damaging to workers in
the informal sector. CMIE data shows that in MaBgi21, agriculture employed 9 million people more
than it did in 20190.

Ending lockdowns at the earliest is a precondition to providing opportunities for people to move from
agriculture to more productive sectors. It will also stabilise the environn@mrgdonomic policy making.

GS2

Governance

Q- Discuss the recenmajor shifts in vaccine approval policy of the Government of India and its
consequences?

BACKGROUNDThe government has decided to fast track approvals for CQ¥Nzaccines that have
beendeveloped outside India and have been granted the emergency use authorisation (EUA) by other
drug regulatory agencies.

The decision was taken based on the recommendation made by the National Expert Group on Vaccine

Administration for COVHD90 b 9D+! / 0 (2 GSELI YR (GKS olaisia 27 gl

UKS LI OS YR O2@USN) IS¢
National Expert Group on Vaccine Administration for COVID-19, met for the first time on 12® August. The meeting was

chaired by Dr V K Paul, Member Niti Aayog along with Secretary (Ministry of Health and Family Welfare) as co-Chair.

The expert group deliberated on conceptualization and implementation mechanisms for creation of a digital infrastructure for
inventory management and delivery mechanism of the vaccine including tracking of vaccination process with particular
focus on last mile delivery. They discussed on broad parameters guiding the selection of COVID-19 vaccine candidates for
the country and sought inputs from Standing Technical Sub-Committee of National Technical Advisory Group on
Immunization (NTAGI). The group delved on the procurement mechanisms for COVID-19 vaccine, including both
indigenous and international manufacturing along with guiding principles for prioritization of population groups for
vaccination.

The expert group discussed on the financial resources required for procurement of COVID-19 vaccine and various options of
financing the same. Available options in terms of delivery platforms, cold chain and associated infrastructure for roll out of
COVID-19 vaccination were also taken up. Further, strategy and follow-up action on all possible scenarios to ensure
equitable and transparent delivery of vaccine was deliberated upon. Issues related to vaccine safety and surveillance were
taken up and strategy for community involvement through transparent information and awareness creation were discussed.
India’s support to its key neighbors and development partner countries for COVID-19 vaccines was deliberated upon. The
expert group discussed that India will leverage domestic vaccine manufacturing capacity and will also engage with all

international players for early delivery of vaccines not only in India but also in low and middle income countries.

The Committee also advised all the States not to chart separate pathways of procurement.

The vaccines that would be eligible for the farsick approval will include those that have been granted
an EUA by the

U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA),

European Medicines Agency (EMA),

the U.K. Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA)

And the Pharmaceuticals and Medical Devices Agency (PMDA) of Japan,

Or those that have been prequalified by t#HO for emergency use.
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This would mean that Pfizer, Moderna and Johnson and Johnson vaccines would be eligiblerifast

approval.

Coming soon?

Vaccines manufactured by three d
companies may be eligible for fast-

track approval in India. A lowdown:

Approved for full Approved for full

use in at least use in Switzerland Approved for
five countries. and emergency emergency use
Has an efficacy of use in several in various coun-
91.3%. Two doses, others. Has an tries. Has an
three weeks efficacy of 94.5%. efficacy of 72%
apart is the Two doses, four in the U.S. Only
standard dosage weeks apart is the a single dose is
recommended standard dosage required

Under the fastrack approval process, bridging studies will take place in parallel to mass vaccination. So
far, clnical trials conducted in India were needed before the Indian regulator could approve the vaccine.
Process of Inductiorg

But before the mass rethut of the vaccines that are developed and tested abroad can happen, the
vaccines will be first given to 1@@neficiaries and these individuals will be assessed for seven days for
safety outcomes. While so far there have been noeups with Pfizer and Moderna by any vaccine
manufacturer in India, Hyderabashsed Biological E (Bio E) has tied up with JohnsdnJahnson to

test and manufacture the vaccine locally.

GS3

Biodiversity

Q- Analyse the targets achieved under tt@mbitious Indian Rhino Vision 2020?

BACKGROUNDI=b 5L! Q{ {¢! ¢9 hC !l {{vNa!'whyJs{ HO!w[9 ZXhwdDQ.
ONEHORNED RHINOS. SADLY, THE SPECIES HAS BEEN DRIVEN FROM MANY OF THE AREAS WHE
USED TO BE COMMON. ITS FULL RECOVERY DEPENDS NOT ONLY ON PROTECTING THE SPECIES W
HAS MA! D95 ¢h {jwxLzx9 . ;¢ !'[{h w9OLb¢wh5}/LbD ¢I 9a
DISAPPEARED.

The ambitious Indian Rhino Vision 2020 (IRV 2020) came to a close on Tuesday morning with the release

of two rhinost an adult male and a female Ay ! & & Y Q& nahPask ltrénspdrtedifrorg

Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary about 185 km east.

The ears of the translocated rhinos have been notched according to the International Union for

/| 2yaSNBIF GA2Y 2F bl G§dzNBEQa {LISOASA { dzNIuidelines for 2 YY A & &
identification and monitoring. A special team has been tasked with monitoring the rhinos as per the
translocation protocols for Assam

Reasons for the translocatian
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The sixth highest recorded flood in Assam's Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary has begun to recede. The flood is an annual occurrence and

ranges in intensity based on the monsoon rainfall received by the Brahmaputra floodplain. The floods typically last for 7 to 10 days;

however, in 2020 flood levels remained for nearly 2 months causing issues for humans and rhinos alike.

Though flooding can cause fatalities for both humans and wildlife, it is a necessary and beneficial yearly event for the ecosystem,
providing renewed nutrients to the soil to promote the better growth of grassland each year. The flood also recharges the natural

wetlands throughout Kaziranga National Park (KNP)

Wildlife living in this floodplain ecosystem over hundreds of years have learned to adapt to the landscape and natural calamities
such as the annual floods. When flood water increases in KNP, many wild animals instinctively move to higher ground in the park or

to the adjoining Karbi-Anglong Hills to the south, This movement has become more complex with the construction of dams in the

floodplain. Monsoon rain increases gradually, but the dams also release water, bringing sudden increases in water volume to KNP,

giving less time for animals to anticipate and move to safety.

Forestry officials were able to provide relief to villagers via a boat donated by IRF. Officials are also providing fload relef to rhinos,

leaving bundles of grass to replace food sources. Bibhab Talukdar, IRF's Asian Rhino Program Coordinator, will visit the area and

Designed in 2005, the IRV2020 is believed to have achieved its taggtining a population of 3,000
rhinos in Assam. But the plan to spread the Rhinoceros unicornis across four protected areas beyond
Kaziranga National Park, Orang National Park and Pobitora could not materialise.

Manas National Park, Assam

Assam had at lest five rhinebearing areas till the 1980s. Better conservation efforts helped maintain
the population of the onéhorned herbivore in Kaziranga, Orang and Pobitora, but encroachment and
poaching wiped the animal out of Manas and Laokhowa Wildlife Sanctuary

The lesseiknown Laokhowa slipped under the radar of international watchdoddanas, in focus for

the nearextinction of the pygmy hog, lost the World Heritage Site tag it received in 1985 along with
Kaziranga from the UNESCO.

Thetranslocated rhinos hgded Manas National Park get back its World Heritage Site status in 2011.
can be expected that the translocation programme will set up a healthy, breeding population for the
future of the species.
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4+ For Prelims; Other Conservationnitiatives for Rhino In India

The Indian Rhino or Great one horned rhino is
threatened by poaching, habitat destruction and
flooding primarily.

® Indian Rhino Vision 2020: It has been implemented by Assam State
Government with the Bodo Autonomous Council as an active partner and
supported by WWF - India. The aim is to increase the number of Rhinos

®» Special Rhino Protection Force: It has been raised by the
{ government of Assam from among the people living in the
fringe areas of the Kaziranga National Park.

New Delhi Declaration on Asian Rhinos 2019: The declaration

was signed by Asian Rhino range countries, i.e. India, Nepal.
Bhutan, Indonesia & Malaysia.

It intends to conserve and review the population of the three

4 ._ Asian Rhino species every four years to reassess the need for
"}*Q& 4 pe y foury:

B~ -:'/’ 4 joint actions to secure their future.
[

The declaration outlines a series of strategic actions
“# including Trans-boundary collaboration: engagement of
”m/, the local communities: proactive monitoring on potential
5 adverse impacts of climate change: natural and conservation
breeding of Sumatran rhino etc.
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Q2KSNB A& (4UKS WDNBFG . AGGSNI[I1S8SQ 20!
A ¢KS YS3lFraKALl g6KAOK o6f201SR 932Llioa {d

GSR YR gKe&
T 1Lyl

A The 2,00,00@onne MV Ever Given got diagonally stuck in the narrow but crucial global trade artery in a

sandstorm on March 23, triggering a mammoth -d&+long effort by Egyptian personnel and
international salage specialists to dislodge it.

Authorities attempt to lighten wedged container ship

The Ever Given's massive weight, some 220,000 tons, is making it very difficult to dislodge and float.
Instead, the team says it may have to lighten the ship and then try to nudge the ship using tugboats.

%Tugboat More dredging is

required before any
attempt to dislodge
the vessel.

The vessel is wedged deep into
the eastern wall of the canal.
To lighten the load,
authorities will have to
move a crane beside
the Ever Given to unload
the cargo containers.

MV Ever Given

The ship will have to be
container ship

/ drained of the water
Jin ‘ serving as ballast
/|
[ /] |
/K/" \\ | A lighter ship can then be
o “ \ pulled back by tugboats
|

/ SUEZ CANAL, EGYPT

900 ft wide at this point

¢KS O2YLISyal A2y TFTAIdNBE o a OFftOdAg I 6SR o6 as
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the flotation and maintenance costs

. The blockage by the vessel, longer than four football fields, held wstimated $9.6 billiorworth of

cargo between Asia and Europe each day it was stuck.

Egypt also lost between $12 and $15 million in revenues for each day the waterway was closed

Negotiations over damages between that company(Japanese owners Shoei Kistem),Kiasurance

firms and the canal authority were ongoing. The Japarmmseed, Taiwaneseperated and Panama
FfFr33ISR AKALI 61a&a Y2OSR (2 dzy20aiNHzOGA DS | yOK2NI 3S
March 29.

o Z8N Port Said
El Ballah
—RIVER NILE lsmamﬁ—bypass
¢Zagazig LAKE
TIMSAH
¢Banha GREAT
caye BITTER
EGYPT LAKE
Gizae® C2IF0 Sueze
20 MILES GULF OF SUEZ———
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Call on banninghe sale of live wild mammals in food markets to prevent the emergence
new diseases such as COMIDis given by which of the following organisations?

World Health Organisation

World Organisation for Animal Health

And the UnitedNations Environment Programme (UNEP)

1 only

land?2

1and3

All of the above

e o oo whpkE

Sputnik V vaccine that got emergency nod in India, is named after?
a. The world's first satellite

b. wdzAa Al Qa FTANRG {FGSttAGS

c. wdza aAl Q& FANBRG GNARIEf @I OOAYS
d wdza aAl Q3 mWReDSy G aLl OS

Answercg A

NOTE:
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